PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The activities of the committee in 2006-7, always focussed on the principle objective "to promote and support the professional development of teachers," have been many and varied. In what seems a particularly active time in the post-Smith and post-Tomlinson era, and with the establishment of the National Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics (NCETM) we are well placed to further the Association's aim to improve the teaching of mathematics and its applications. However, the resignation of the Association’s full-time professional officer, John Leigh, in December 2006 has hampered some of the developmental work that was underway. Over the past year members of the committee have continued to work with a range of bodies including The British Educational Communications and Technology Agency, The Training and Development Agency, The KS3 Strategy, The Department for Education and Skills, The Specialist Schools Trust and the Subject Associations Working Group (SAWG), Steljes Ltd, Intel plc, London Grid for Learning, General Electric, SETNET and the NCETM. There follows a summary of activity over the period.

BECTa (2006/7): The contract for the financial year to April 2007 was signed in September 2006. We work in close collaboration with the ATM on this project, which has two strands:
Strand 1: Consultancy days. 

The focus for these days is to inform policy development with respect to developing the e-Mature learner and workforce, developing a mathematics subject matrix. The consultancy also includes attendance at key conferences, for example developing the “personalising learning” agenda with respect to mathematics and ICT.  This funding also supports the MA to lead a subject expert workshop at the BETT exhibition - in January 2007 the session was led by Alison Clark-Wilson and attracted an audience of over 50 participants despite being the very final session on the Saturday afternoon!
Strand 2: CPD activities to support the effective use of ICT in the teaching and learning of mathematics. 
These activities include one-day conferences (DfES/BECTa ICT Roadshows for mathematics), providing regional expert support and the development of two regional ICT Network groups for mathematics in the South East and North West.

In addition to the above, the committee was represented at the judging process for the KS3/4 BETT Awards at which the key role/responsibility was to produce, in agreement with other judges and the allocated moderator, a shortlist of products, selected from those entered, for recommending to the next stage of the judging process.

GE SETNET AiM London Pilot

The MA is coordinating the “Achievement in Mathematics” London pilot, sponsored by GE and in collaboration with SETNET, which aims to produce innovative resources to support the development of functional mathematics at Key Stage 4. These resources will be trialled by schools in the London Boroughs of Hounslow and Hillingdon before being made available nationally in 2007-8.  
The Mathematical Association 2nd Secondary Education Mathematics Conference 
The first MA one-day event for Scottish secondary mathematics teachers was held on Saturday 9th September 2006 at Stirling University and was deemed a huge success. The event attracted over 220 delegates who benefited from a wide range of talks, presentations and workshops. Delegate feedback from the day, both informal and via the evaluation forms, was hugely positive and the MA stand did brisk business selling publications and welcoming new members. A second event is being planned on Saturday 15th September 2007 at the same venue with current president Rob Eastaway giving the keynote address.
BETT Award Winning Software for KS3/4 The Mathematical Toolkit and Numberline Tool

The MA and LGfL continue to disseminate the Mathematical Toolkit through 2-year partnership to develop online CPD resources for the Mathematical Toolkit and Number Line Tool through the Virtual Maths Staffroom area of the website. A Teachers TV offering (‘KS3/4 Maths - New Maths Technology In the Classroom’) has a section that depicts use of the ‘Number Line Tool.’ (www.teachers.tv/searchArchive.do?submitted=true ) Hosted on the London Grid for Learning website at http://lgfl.skoool.co.uk/index.aspx  the software is available free. It is hoped that a version 2 of the software with additional save out functionality will be launched by LGfL by the beginning of the summer term.

Interactive whiteboards

In partnership with Steljes Ltd, MA colleagues have completed a range of exemplar lesson resources to support teachers to get the most from their SmartBoards within secondary mathematics lessons. The MA/Intel ‘Toolkit’ and ‘Number Line Tool’ (2006 Bett Award Winners) are now bundled in with the content of the Smartboard Notebook. 

A one-day professional development course has also been developed and full details can be found on the Steljes website. 

http://www.steljes.co.uk/ProductsServices/Services/Training/MathsonaSMARTBoardInteractiveWhiteboard.htm  

The first event on July 3rd 2007 is already fully booked. Further events will be offered in the 2007-8 school year and the course is booked via the Steljes website. It is also possible to book one-day events in school to enable the whole mathematics department to benefit from the training. We also plan to offer workshops from this programme to members attending MA’s annual conference in 2008.

Specialist Schools and Academies Trust (SSAT)

We continue to work closely with the Trust, with Adrian Oldknow providing a series of mathematics workshops at the SSAT ICT conference: Towards a 2020 vision on June 7-8th 2006 in Milton Keynes.

National Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics (NCETM)
The MA has been represented at Stakeholder conferences and regional events hosted by the NCETM and continues to develop a healthy collaborative relationship with the newly established Centre. 
Alison Clark-Wilson (Chair of Professional Development)

